
Winter wheat, a key crop in Ireland is grown 
across approximately 60,000 ha annually. This 
range is often heavily influenced by sowing 
windows and grain markets. While yields depend 
on the growing season, Winter Wheat has the 
potential to be one of the most profitable crops 
grown. 

Recent challenges in wheat breeding programs have led to a notable 
shift in the variety landscape. This upheaval stems primarily from 
the reliance on a common parent variety, Cougar, known for its 
genetic resistance to Septoria. However, the Septoria pathogen has 
undergone significant genetic changes through mutation, undermining 
this resistance. Consequently, there’s been a marked reduction in 
the number of new wheat varieties being introduced to the market. 
Currently, the DAFM Recommended List features five wheat varieties – 
Torp, Spearhead, Graham, KWS Dawsum, and JB Diego. This situation 
underscores the urgent need for the development and introduction of 
new wheat varieties to meet market demands and challenges.

For wheat crops to attain high yields, ideal growing conditions are 
necessary throughout the season, supporting robust vegetative growth, 
ear development, and grain filling. Research suggests that both grain 
number per square metre and grain size contribute equally to the overall 
yield. While ear number significantly impacts grain number, the crop 
can compensate for lower ear numbers by augmenting both the number 
of grains per ear and the size of the grains. This adaptability is key to 
maximising yield potential under varying growing conditions.

Winter Wheat



Winter Wheat Varieties

Spearhead
The Versatile Variety

Spearhead KWS Dawsum JB Diego

   Yield (Relative yield)  103  100 98

   Resistance to:
   Mildew 8 8 6

   Septoria sp. 5 5 5

   Yellow Rust 7 8 4

Key Points

Breeder:

    
Highest yielding winter wheat variety in 
Drummonds trials for 3 consecutive years.

    
Excellent resistance to mildew and yellow 
rust.

    
Suitable for early drilling, with a slower 
maturation rate that allows for earlier sowing.

    
Strong tillering capacity which contributes to 
its high yield potential.

    
Outstanding performance in DAFM first & 
second-year winter wheat trials.

“Spearheads combination of strong disease 
resistance and high yield potential makes it a 
suitable choice for farmers seeking a reliable 
winter wheat variety.” 

Brian Reilly, Drummonds
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Torp KWS Dawsum Graham

   Yield (Relative yield)  104  100 102

   Resistance to:
   Septoria sp. 6 5 5

   Lodging 7 7 6

Winter Wheat Varieties

Torp
The Barn Buster

Key Points

Breeder:

    
Highest-yielding wheat variety on the 2024 
DAFM recommended list.

    
Suitable for September sowing as its slower 
to mature.

    
Excellent choice for a first wheat.

    
Strong resistance to Septoria tritici.

    
Excellent straw strength.

“Torp was the highest yielding variety winter 
wheat on our farm in 2023. Sowing this variety 
for the first wheat slot allows me to take full 
advantage of its high yield potential. It also allows 
me to sow early and spread the workload in the 
autumn”  

David Murtagh, Skerries
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Winter Wheat Varieties

Graham
Winter Wheat

KWS Dawsum
Winter Wheat

Key Points Key Points

    
High-yielding variety.

    
Early maturing and good agronomic profile.

    
Moderately susceptible to Septoria tritici and 
good resistance to yellow rust.

    
Exhibits good resistance to lodging and straw 
breakdown.

    

Shows strong resistance to mildew and 
yellow rust, but moderately susceptible to 
Septoria tritici.

    
Produces good quality grain.



Winter Wheat Varieties

Winter Wheat Seeding Rates

Winter Wheat

Sowing Date End-Sept Mid-Oct End-Oct Mid-Nov

Target Plants/m2 280 300 320 350

% Establishment 85% 85% 80% 70%

Check individual 
labels for TGW

TGW kg/ha kg/ha kg/ha kg/ha

44 145 155 176 220

46 152 162 184 230

48 158 169 192 240

50 165 176 200 250

52 171 184 208 260

54 178 191 216 270

56 184 198 224 280

TGW st/ac st/ac st/ac st/ac

44 9.2 9.9 11.2 14.0

46 9.7 10.3 11.7 14.7

48 10.1 10.8 12.2 15.3

50 10.5 11.2 12.7 15.9

52 10.9 11.7 13.3 16.6

54 11.3 12.1 13.8 17.2

56 11.8 12.6 14.3 17.8

Branches

Ardee
+353 (0)41 685 3332 

Lusk 

+353 (0)1 525 2902

Clonee
+353 (0)1 825 5011 

Mullingar 
+353 (0)44 936 2022

Drogheda
+353 (0)41 983 8986 

Navan 

+353 (0)46 902 1641

Dromone
+353 (0)44 967 2650 

Rathcoffey 

+353 (0)87 311 0772

Knockbridge 

+353 (0)42 937 4480

For more information contact your Drummonds Agronomist or one of our branches at the details below.

E: info@drummonds.ie


