& Spring Wheat

| Spring Wheat is grown on 6,000-8,000 ha
¥ / / i annually. The crop’s performance in DAFM trials
LRV has established its adaptability and resilience,
W\\ particularly in terms of disease tolerance and
1 1 management. These traits are crucial for ensuring
.} healthy growth and high yields. Drummonds
1 independent trials underscores the crop’s
o \IR significance in Irish cereal production. The trials
| |  aimto validate breeder data to optimise agronomy
~ programmes, ensuring the best performance on
growers’ fields. By focusing on variety selection,

disease management, and tailored agronomic
practices, these trials are instrumental in helping
farmers maximise their crop’s potential.

Recent challenges in wheat breeding programs have led to a notable
shift in the variety landscape. This upheaval stems primarily from

the reliance on a common parent variety, Cougar, known for its
genetic resistance to Septoria. However, the Septoria pathogen has
undergone significant genetic changes through mutation, undermining
this resistance. Consequently, there’s been a marked reduction in

the number of new wheat varieties being introduced to the market.
Currently, the DAFM Recommended List features five wheat varieties -
Torp, Spearhead, Graham, KWS Dawsum, and JB Diego. This situation
underscores the urgent need for the development and introduction of
new wheat varieties to meet market demands and challenges.

For wheat crops to attain high yields, ideal growing conditions are
necessary throughout the season, supporting robust vegetative growth,
ear development, and grain filling. Research suggests that both grain
number per square metre and grain size contribute equally to the overall
yield. While ear number significantly impacts grain number, the crop
can compensate for lower ear numbers by augmenting both the number
of grains per ear and the size of the grains. This adaptability is key to
maximising yield potential under varying growing conditions.



Spring Wheat Varieties

KWS Helium WPB Duncan

Spring Wheat Spring Wheat

Key Points Key Points

A high yieldi deratel | turi
« h Igt SIS L S TR / Moderately later maturing variety.
wheat.

/ Good resistance to mildew and sprouting. / Good agronomic package.

/ Good grain quality and excellent straw

strength. / Produces very good grain quality.

WPB Escape Fixum

Spring Wheat Spring Wheat

Key Points Key Points

J A high yielding, moderately later maturing
variety.

J High yield potential.

/ Good overall disease resistance, particularly

/ Good resistance to lodging. for yellow rust and mildew

/ Excellent grain quality. / Excellent grain quality with good resistance

to sprouting.




Spring Wheat Varieties

Spring Wheat Seeding Rates

Spring Wheat
Sowing Date Early-March Early-April
Target Plants/m?
% Establishment
TGW kg/ha kg/ha
44 193 194
46 201 203
48 210 212
>0 219 221
52 228 229
54 236 238
Check individual labels for 56 245 247
Tew TGW st/ac st/ac
44 12.3 12.4
46 12.8 12.9
48 13.4 BE
50 13.9 14.1
R 14.5 14.6
54 15.1 15.2
56 15.6 15.7

For more information contact your Drummonds Agronomist or one of our branches at the details below.
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Lusk Mullingar Navan Rathcoffey
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